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Executive Summary 
 
This report examines trends in votes cast between the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections in 1) the 101 
counties in the United States in which Latinos comprised 50% or more of total populations; and 2) in the 35 
counties in the U.S. which had the largest Latino populations. These latter counties were home to 50% of all 
Latinos living in the United States according to 2019 census data. 
 
Using data from the actual vote counts in 2016 and 2020 in these counties, the changes in support for the 
Republican and Democratic Party may be measured with precision.  The results are suggestive of some, not all, 
aspects of Latino voter sentiments and how they changed between these two elections in the counties under 
consideration here. 
 
Of the 101 counties in which Latino populations were more than half of all residents, the Republican candidate 
won 66 (65.3% of all counties) and increased his number of votes by 54% from the 2016 presidential election. 
President Biden received 29% more votes in 2020 than candidate Clinton received in 2016 in these same 
counties, a substantially lower increase. 
 
Of the 35 counties in the U.S. with the largest Latino populations, Democrats won 33 of them (94%).  However, 
total Republican votes in these counties increased by 43% while votes for the Democratic candidate rose by 31% 
between 2016 and 2020. 
 
It is impossible to determine precise Latino voting patterns because there are no data on voting by race/ethnicity 
in these counties. However, these data suggest that support for the Republican presidential candidate increased 
significantly in counties with large Latino populations despite the xenophobic, anti-immigrant, white 
supremacist, and racist policies which were the central issues of his campaign. This increased level of support 
for the Republican candidate between 2016 and 2020 in these counties should be cause for concern among 
Democratic and Latino political leaders and organizers. 
 
While these statistical conclusions are accurate for the counties considered in this report, caution must be 
exercised about using them to generalize about the “Latino vote.”  Irrespective of increasing Republican support 





Much has been written about the importance of the Latino vote as a factor explaining the Republican victory in 
Florida in the November 2020 presidential election.1 Additionally, data from the heavily Hispanic Texas counties 
bordering Mexico suggest that the Republican victory in that state may well have been the result of Latino 
                                                      
1 The concept of some kind of monolithic ‘Latino vote’ is entirely erroneous.  Latino-origin voters have diverse national origins and 
political attitudes in the same way as the general population.  See https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/opinion/sunday/trump-
latino-vote.html?searchResultPosition=1 
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support for the Republican candidate.2 However, it is also clear that the Democratic victories in Arizona, Georgia, 
Wisconsin, and even Pennsylvania may well have been because of increased Latino voter turnout and support 
for President Biden, despite the fact that these states have relatively smaller Latino populations compared with 
Florida and Texas.3 
 
Exit polling data for the November 2020 election indicate increases in Latino support for the Republican 
candidate between 2016 and 2020 in some parts of the United States, especially in Florida and the counties 
bordering Mexico in the U.S. Southwestern states. This observation must be tempered by the fact that these 
data also suggest that over 66% of Latinos nationally voted for President Biden—about the same percentage 
that Clinton won in 2016.4 There are also indications that Latino voter registration and participation rates rose 
significantly, although this cannot be statistically verified with available data. 
 
A fundamental question is whether or not data from Florida and the southwestern border counties may be 
utilized to arrive at the conclusion that between 2016 and 2020 Latino support for Republicans increased among 
Latinos who voted. This increase in Latino support occurred despite the racist attacks directed against Latinos, 
African-Americans, and immigrants by the Republican President, and supported by the mainstream of the 
Republican Party.  
 
To examine changing patterns of Latino support for Republican or Democratic candidates in the 2016 and 2020 
presidential elections, data were assembled for this report in two ways.  First, every county in the U.S. in which 
Latinos were 50% or more of total population was examined.  There were 101 counties across the U.S. where 
this was the case. Second, the largest Latino counties in the United States, which accounted for more than 50% 
of the total Latino population, were examined; there were a total of 35 counties. The actual number of votes 
cast in 2016 and 2020 for each major party for President were used to ascertain the statistical changes which 
occurred in major party support between these two elections.5  
 
Although it is impossible to determine how many voters in each of these counties were of Latino origin because 
there were other race/ethnic groups who lived in each county and voted, these data suggest that Latino support 
for the Republican candidate increased between 2016 and 2020. These data may be used as indicators of 
changing political sentiments among Latino voters between 2016 and 2020 and a guide for Democratic and 
Latino organizers who want to reverse the trends indicated by these data. 
 
                                                      








4 See https://www.as-coa.org/articles/chart-how-us-latinos-voted-2020-presidential-election and 
https://fortune.com/2020/11/10/hispanic-latino-voters-trump-biden-2020/ 
 
5 These data are suggestive and not definitive because in each county there were non-Latino voters as well and there are absolutely 
no hard data on actual voting choices by Latino-origin voters. Additionally, ‘Latino’ has different meanings in different places and 
Latinos are hardly monolithic in terms of national origins or political persuasions. 
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The Counties 
 
Maps 1 and 2, and tables 1 and 2 indicate counties where Latinos comprised 50% or more of total populations, 
and counties with the largest Latino populations in the country. These counties will serve as indicators of 




































U.S. Counties where 50% of more of the Population was of Latino Origin in 2019 
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Starr County, Texas 64,078 63,549 99.2% Valencia County, New Mexico 76,027 46,056 60.6%
Webb County, Texas 273,526 261,132 95.5% Bexar County, Texas 1,952,843 1,175,975 60.2%
Maverick County, Texas 58,174 55,368 95.2% San Benito County, California 60,376 36,081 59.8%
Zapata County, Texas 14,304 13,501 94.4% Merced County, California 271,382 161,814 59.6%
Kenedy County, Texas 568 538 94.7% Hale County, Texas 33,826 20,109 59.4%
Brooks County, Texas 7,141 6,646 93.1% Colusa County, California 21,454 12,738 59.4%
Zavala County, Texas 12,039 11,304 93.9% Kinney County, Texas 3,659 2,169 59.3%
Jim Hogg County, Texas 5,231 4,778 91.3% Bee County, Texas 32,611 19,194 58.9%
Hidalgo County, Texas 855,176 788,282 92.2% Cochran County, Texas 2,887 1,695 58.7%
Cameron County, Texas 421,666 378,081 89.7% Floyd County, Texas 5,803 3,405 58.7%
Duval County, Texas 11,268 10,066 89.3% Monterey County, California 433,410 254,294 58.7%
Willacy County, Texas 21,588 19,039 88.2% Lea County, New Mexico 70,277 41,230 58.7%
Dimmit County, Texas 10,438 9,072 86.9% Hidalgo County, New Mexico 4,297 2,497 58.1%
Imperial County, California 180,701 152,172 84.2% San Patricio County, Texas 67,008 38,724 57.8%
Presidio County, Texas 6,975 5,841 83.7% Madera County, California 155,433 89,798 57.8%
La Salle County, Texas 7,416 6,236 84.1% Dawson County, Texas 12,813 7,363 57.5%
Santa Cruz County, Arizona 46,480 38,793 83.5% Taos County, New Mexico 32,786 18,652 56.9%
El Paso County, Texas 836,062 690,273 82.6% Chaves County, New Mexico 65,144 36,967 56.7%
Val Verde County, Texas 48,969 40,131 82.0% Terrell County, Texas 896 508 56.7%
Mora County, New Mexico 4,536 3,696 81.5% Edwards County, Texas 1,918 1,086 56.6%
Jim Wells County, Texas 40,972 32,893 80.3% Andrews County, Texas 18,036 10,151 56.3%
Frio County, Texas 19,871 15,753 79.3% Bronx County, New York 1,435,068 804,018 56.0%
Hudspeth County, Texas 4,415 3,435 77.8% Crosby County, Texas 5,836 3,269 56.0%
San Miguel County, New Mexico 27,738 21,563 77.7% Lamb County, Texas 13,123 7,291 55.6%
Guadalupe County, New Mexico 4,353 3,217 73.9% Moore County, Texas 21,399 11,996 56.1%
Reeves County, Texas 15,492 11,571 74.7% Ford County, Kansas 34,179 18,817 55.1%
Kleberg County, Texas 30,974 22,574 72.9% Terry County, Texas 12,528 6,891 55.0%
Deaf Smith County, Texas 18,736 13,646 72.8% Kings County, California 150,691 82,116 54.5%
Uvalde County, Texas 26,920 19,306 71.7% Ochiltree County, Texas 10,131 5,489 54.2%
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico 39,159 27,896 71.2% Osceola County, Florida 351,955 190,439 54.1%
Culberson County, Texas 2,214 1,573 71.0% Hendry County, Florida 40,732 21,888 53.7%
Reagan County, Texas 3,766 2,592 68.8% Upton County, Texas 3,659 1,966 53.7%
Pecos County, Texas 15,815 10,877 68.8% Ward County, Texas 11,658 6,256 53.7%
Miami-Dade County, Florida 2,699,428 1,848,925 68.5% De Baca County, New Mexico 2,040 1,091 53.5%
Doña Ana County, New Mexico 216,069 147,491 68.3% Kern County, California 887,641 473,374 53.3%
Luna County, New Mexico 24,083 16,151 67.1% San Bernardino County, California 2,149,031 1,145,874 53.3%
Yoakum County, Texas 8,631 5,736 66.5% Franklin County, Washington 92,009 48,843 53.1%
Sutton County, Texas 3,824 2,510 65.6% Fresno County, California 984,521 522,364 53.1%
Castro County, Texas 7,673 4,957 64.6% Schleicher County, Texas 2,983 1,580 53.0%
Tulare County, California 461,898 298,245 64.6% Conejos County, Colorado 8,128 4,263 52.4%
Crane County, Texas 4,802 3,091 64.4% Garza County, Texas 6,070 3,170 52.2%
Atascosa County, Texas 49,528 31,855 64.3% Caldwell County, Texas 42,144 21,993 52.2%
Yuma County, Arizona 209,468 133,549 63.8% Sterling County, Texas 1,231 641 52.1%
Nueces County, Texas 361,540 230,450 63.7% Medina County, Texas 50,057 26,016 52.0%
Adams County, Washington 19,594 12,458 63.6% Santa Fe County, New Mexico 149,293 76,446 51.2%
Parmer County, Texas 9,718 6,151 63.3% Gonzales County, Texas 20,731 10,518 50.7%
Bailey County, Texas 7,100 4,411 62.1% Grant County, New Mexico 27,669 13,969 50.5%
Crockett County, Texas 3,484 2,156 61.9% Refugio County, Texas 7,145 3,604 50.4%
Costilla County, Colorado 3,745 2,317 61.9% Bernalillo County, New Mexico 677,858 338,856 50.0%
Seward County, Kansas 22,349 13,685 61.2%
Winkler County, Texas 7,867 4,796 61.0% Total 17,940,537 11,445,311 63.8%
Ector County, Texas 160,579 97,439 60.7%
Note: These counties account for approximately 19 percent of the total Latino population of the U.S., 60,481,746, according to 2019 census data.
Table  1
U.S. Counties where 50% of more of the Population was of Latino Origin in 2019
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Map 2 
U.S. Counties with the Largest Latino-Origin Populations in 2019 
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Los Angeles County, California 10,081,570 4,888,434 48.5% 8.4%
Harris County, Texas 4,646,630 1,995,115 42.9% 3.4%
Miami-Dade County, Florida 2,699,428 1,848,925 68.5% 3.2%
Maricopa County, Arizona 4,328,810 1,341,560 31.0% 2.3%
Cook County, Illinois 5,198,275 1,314,796 25.3% 2.2%
Riverside County, California 2,411,439 1,179,478 48.9% 2.0%
Bexar County, Texas 1,952,843 1,175,975 60.2% 2.0%
San Bernardino County, California 2,149,031 1,145,874 53.3% 2.0%
San Diego County, California 3,316,073 1,117,517 33.7% 1.9%
Orange County, California 3,168,044 1,078,726 34.1% 1.8%
Dallas County, Texas 2,606,868 1,047,434 40.2% 1.8%
Bronx County, New York 1,435,068 804,018 56.0% 1.4%
Hidalgo County, Texas 855,176 788,282 92.2% 1.3%
El Paso County, Texas 836,062 690,273 82.6% 1.2%
Clark County, Nevada 2,182,004 679,381 31.1% 1.2%
Queens County, New York 2,287,388 641,496 28.0% 1.1%
Tarrant County, Texas 2,049,770 590,485 28.8% 1.0%
Broward County, Florida 1,926,205 574,289 29.8% 1.0%
Fresno County, California 984,521 522,364 53.1% 0.9%
Kings County, New York 2,589,974 493,232 19.0% 0.8%
Santa Clara County, California 1,927,470 490,978 25.5% 0.8%
Kern County, California 887,641 473,374 53.3% 0.8%
Orange County, Florida 1,349,746 427,125 31.6% 0.7%
New York County, New York 1,631,993 421,540 25.8% 0.7%
Travis County, Texas 1,226,805 414,745 33.8% 0.7%
Hillsborough County, Florida 1,422,278 407,736 28.7% 0.7%
Pima County, Arizona 1,027,207 382,585 37.2% 0.7%
Cameron County, Texas 421,666 378,081 89.7% 0.6%
Alameda County, California 1,656,754 371,019 22.4% 0.6%
Ventura County, California 847,263 361,601 42.7% 0.6%
Sacramento County, California 1,524,553 353,318 23.2% 0.6%
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 677,858 338,856 50.0% 0.6%
Palm Beach County, Florida 1,465,027 327,940 22.4% 0.6%
San Joaquin County, California 742,603 307,463 41.4% 0.5%
Tulare County, California 461,898 298,245 64.6% 0.5%
Note: These counties account for approximately 50 percent of the total Latino
population of the United States in 2019.
Table 2
U.S. Counties with the Largest Latino-Origin Populations in 2019
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November 2020 Electoral Results in Counties with 50% or more of Population of Latino Origin 
 
There were 101 counties in the U.S. in which Latinos comprised 50% or more of the population according to 
2019 data.  As indicated previously, Republicans won 66 of these counties (65.3%) in the November 2020 










































U.S. Counties where 50% of more of the Population was of Latino Origin in 2019 
Winners of the November 2020 Presidential Election by Party 
Counties won by Republicans 
Counties won by Democrats 
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Not only did the Republican candidate win nearly two-thirds of these demographically Latino-dominated 
counties in 2020, but between 2016 and 2020 the Republican candidate increased his absolute total number of 
votes in all counties by 53.8% compared with an increase of 28.9% in the total absolute number of votes for the 























Bronx County, New York 83.5% 56.0% Sterling County, Texas 92.0% 52.1% Adams County, Washington 69.1% 63.6%
Taos County, New Mexico 77.9% 56.9% Ochiltree County, Texas 90.4% 54.2% Hudspeth County, Texas 68.2% 77.8%
Santa Fe County, New Mexico 77.3% 51.2% Upton County, Texas 87.6% 53.7% Atascosa County, Texas 67.6% 64.3%
San Miguel County, New Mexico 69.7% 77.7% Garza County, Texas 86.0% 52.2% Refugio County, Texas 67.1% 50.4%
Monterey County, California 69.5% 58.7% Andrews County, Texas 85.5% 56.3% Ford County, Kansas 66.9% 55.1%
Santa Cruz County, Arizona 67.1% 83.5% Reagan County, Texas 84.7% 68.8% Kenedy County, Texas 66.5% 94.7%
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico 67.0% 71.2% Edwards County, Texas 84.2% 56.6% Seward County, Kansas 66.0% 61.2%
El Paso County, Texas 66.8% 82.6% Yoakum County, Texas 84.0% 66.5% San Patricio County, Texas 65.3% 57.8%
Presidio County, Texas 66.0% 83.7% Crane County, Texas 84.0% 64.4% Bee County, Texas 65.1% 58.9%
Mora County, New Mexico 65.9% 81.5% Winkler County, Texas 83.2% 61.0% Reeves County, Texas 62.2% 74.7%
Zavala County, Texas 65.4% 93.9% Cochran County, Texas 82.3% 58.7% Hendry County, Florida 61.9% 53.7%
Costilla County, Colorado 63.0% 61.9% Schleicher County, Texas 81.8% 53.0% Uvalde County, Texas 60.6% 71.7%
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 62.5% 50.0% Parmer County, Texas 81.5% 63.3% Colusa County, California 59.3% 59.4%
Dimmit County, Texas 61.8% 86.9% Ward County, Texas 81.2% 53.7% Franklin County, Washington 58.6% 53.1%
Imperial County, California 61.3% 84.2% Lamb County, Texas 80.9% 55.6% Hidalgo County, New Mexico 57.6% 58.1%
Webb County, Texas 61.1% 95.5% Moore County, Texas 80.7% 56.1% Kings County, California 57.4% 54.5%
San Benito County, California 61.1% 59.8% Lea County, New Mexico 80.3% 58.7% Madera County, California 56.9% 57.8%
Doña Ana County, New Mexico 59.4% 68.3% Sutton County, Texas 79.3% 65.6% Kern County, California 56.4% 53.3%
Brooks County, Texas 59.2% 93.1% Terry County, Texas 79.0% 55.0% La Salle County, Texas 56.3% 84.1%
Jim Hogg County, Texas 58.8% 91.3% Dawson County, Texas 78.7% 57.5% Val Verde County, Texas 55.7% 82.0%
Bexar County, Texas 58.3% 60.2% Floyd County, Texas 78.5% 58.7% Luna County, New Mexico 55.3% 67.1%
Hidalgo County, Texas 58.0% 92.2% Crockett County, Texas 78.1% 61.9% Caldwell County, Texas 55.3% 52.2%
Guadalupe County, New Mexico 57.4% 73.9% Bailey County, Texas 78.0% 62.1% Jim Wells County, Texas 55.2% 80.3%
Osceola County, Florida 56.4% 54.1% Castro County, Texas 77.6% 64.6% Tulare County, California 55.0% 64.6%
Cameron County, Texas 56.1% 89.7% Hale County, Texas 76.2% 59.4% Valencia County, New Mexico 54.9% 60.6%
Willacy County, Texas 56.0% 88.2% Ector County, Texas 74.5% 60.7% Conejos County, Colorado 54.9% 52.4%
Maverick County, Texas 54.3% 95.2% Gonzales County, Texas 74.5% 50.7% Frio County, Texas 54.1% 79.3%
San Bernardino County, California 54.2% 53.3% Terrell County, Texas 74.0% 56.7% Yuma County, Arizona 54.0% 63.8%
Merced County, California 54.1% 59.6% De Baca County, New Mexico 74.0% 53.5% Zapata County, Texas 52.9% 94.4%
Grant County, New Mexico 53.7% 50.5% Crosby County, Texas 73.0% 56.0% Nueces County, Texas 52.1% 63.7%
Miami-Dade County, Florida 53.4% 68.5% Deaf Smith County, Texas 72.6% 72.8%
Fresno County, California 52.9% 53.1% Kinney County, Texas 72.2% 59.3%
Starr County, Texas 52.1% 99.2% Chaves County, New Mexico 71.0% 56.7%
Duval County, Texas 51.0% 89.3% Pecos County, Texas 70.4% 68.8%
Culberson County, Texas 50.7% 71.0% Medina County, Texas 70.1% 52.0%
Table 3
U.S. Counties where 50% of more of the Population was of Latino Origin in 2019
Winners of the November 2020 Presidential Election by Party
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It is important to divide these 101 counties up into ‘large’ and ‘small’ counties to assess the differences in the 
growth of votes for Republican and Democratic candidates between the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections.  
Nineteen of these counties with over 50% of their populations which were comprised of Latinos, were home to 
87.3% of all Latinos in these 101 counties (9,995,608 Latinos in 2019).  In these largest counties, indicated in 
table 4, Republican votes increased by 47.8% between the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections.  Over the same 
period Democratic votes increased by 20.7%. These larger population counties tended to be close to large urban 
metropolitan centers. 
 
By way of contrast, in the 82 mostly rural and smaller-population counties where Latinos comprised 50% or 
more of the total population, the Republican vote increase between 2016 and 2020 was smaller at 36.3%.  The 
Democratic vote increase over the same period at 21.4% was similar to the increase in votes in the larger 
counties at 22.3%. (See table 5). 
 
While Democratic candidates fared better in predominantly urban counties, irrespective of race/ethnicity, these 
data suggest that Latinos in counties close to or within urban areas supported the Republican candidate at 







Republican Votes Democratic Votes
Figure 1
Total Number of Votes in 101 Counties in Which Latinos Comprised 50% or More of Total 





 + 53.8% 
 + 28.9% 
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Miami-Dade County, Florida 2,699,428 1,848,925 333,666 532,833 59.7% 623,006 617,864 -0.8%
San Bernardino County, California 2,149,031 1,145,874 253,962 365,400 43.9% 312,517 454,495 45.4%
Bexar County, Texas 1,952,843 1,175,975 240,161 308,618 28.5% 319,191 448,452 40.5%
Bronx County, New York 1,435,068 804,018 34,424 55,849 62.2% 318,403 271,835 -14.6%
Fresno County, California 984,521 522,364 113,949 163,880 43.8% 123,660 192,118 55.4%
Kern County, California 887,641 473,374 119,164 163,199 37.0% 86,481 131,957 52.6%
Hidalgo County, Texas 855,176 788,282 48,608 90,527 86.2% 118,739 128,199 8.0%
El Paso County, Texas 836,062 690,273 54,567 84,331 54.5% 145,509 178,126 22.4%
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 677,858 338,856 93,874 116,135 23.7% 141,960 193,757 36.5%
Tulare County, California 461,898 298,245 50,488 77,579 53.7% 39,099 66,105 69.1%
Monterey County, California 433,410 254,294 26,378 46,299 75.5% 64,733 113,953 76.0%
Cameron County, Texas 421,666 378,081 29,432 49,032 66.6% 59,319 64,063 8.0%
Nueces County, Texas 361,540 230,450 50,704 64,617 27.4% 49,102 60,925 24.1%
Osceola County, Florida 351,955 190,439 50,252 73,480 46.2% 85,287 97,297 14.1%
Webb County, Texas 273,526 261,132 12,946 25,898 100.0% 42,297 41,820 -1.1%
Merced County, California 271,382 161,814 18,486 39,397 113.1% 21,856 48,991 124.2%
Doña Ana County, New Mexico 216,069 147,491 25,095 32,802 30.7% 37,543 47,957 27.7%
Yuma County, Arizona 209,468 133,549 20,586 36,534 77.5% 18,336 32,210 75.7%
Imperial County, California 180,701 152,172 11,295 20,276 79.5% 28,467 33,964 19.3%
Total 15,659,243 9,995,608 1,588,037 2,346,686 47.8% 2,635,505 3,224,088 22.3%
Table 4
Voting Patterns between the 2016 and 2020 Presidential Elections
Largest Counties in which Latinos Comprised 50% or more of Total Populations in 2019
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Ector County, Texas 160,579 97,439 24,976 32,697 30.9% 10,225 11,367 11.2%
Madera County, California 155,433 89,798 19,221 29,378 52.8% 13,283 23,168 74.4%
Kings County, California 150,691 82,116 17,446 24,020 37.7% 12,902 18,627 44.4%
Santa Fe County, New Mexico 149,293 76,446 14,198 18,329 29.1% 49,956 62,530 25.2%
Franklin County, Washington 92,009 48,843 11,358 18,039 58.8% 7,839 13,340 70.2%
Valencia County, New Mexico 76,027 46,056 13,175 17,364 31.8% 10,810 14,263 31.9%
Lea County, New Mexico 70,277 41,230 12,306 16,531 34.3% 3,877 4,061 4.7%
San Patricio County, Texas 67,008 38,724 13,004 16,516 27.0% 7,825 8,988 14.9%
Chaves County, New Mexico 65,144 36,967 12,869 15,656 21.7% 5,530 6,381 15.4%
Starr County, Texas 64,078 63,549 2,218 8,247 271.8% 9,246 9,123 -1.3%
San Benito County, California 60,376 36,081 6,471 10,582 63.5% 10,050 17,604 75.2%
Maverick County, Texas 58,174 55,368 2,816 6,881 144.4% 10,397 8,332 -19.9%
Medina County, Texas 50,057 26,016 12,054 15,642 29.8% 4,624 6,773 46.5%
Atascosa County, Texas 49,528 31,855 8,598 12,039 40.0% 4,635 5,876 26.8%
Val Verde County, Texas 48,969 40,131 5,856 8,284 41.5% 6,920 6,771 -2.2%
Santa Cruz County, Arizona 46,480 38,793 3,650 6,194 69.7% 10,684 13,138 23.0%
Caldwell County, Texas 42,144 21,993 6,516 8,031 23.3% 4,663 6,672 43.1%
Jim Wells County, Texas 40,972 32,893 5,411 7,453 37.7% 6,688 6,119 -8.5%
Hendry County, Florida 40,732 21,888 6,192 7,906 27.7% 4,610 4,929 6.9%
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico 39,159 27,896 3,583 5,408 50.9% 9,534 10,990 15.3%
Ford County, Kansas 34,179 18,817 4,994 5,763 15.4% 2,032 2,926 44.0%
Hale County, Texas 33,826 20,109 6,347 7,177 13.1% 2,090 2,279 9.0%
Taos County, New Mexico 32,786 18,652 2,706 3,715 37.3% 10,550 13,121 24.4%
Bee County, Texas 32,611 19,194 4,743 6,006 26.6% 3,443 3,288 -4.5%
Kleberg County, Texas 30,974 22,574 4,364 5,504 26.1% 4,713 5,314 12.8%
San Miguel County, New Mexico 27,738 21,563 2,302 3,421 48.6% 7,249 7,888 8.8%
Grant County, New Mexico 27,669 13,969 5,251 6,553 24.8% 6,226 7,590 21.9%
Uvalde County, Texas 26,920 19,306 4,828 6,174 27.9% 3,863 4,073 5.4%
Luna County, New Mexico 24,083 16,151 3,478 4,408 26.7% 3,195 3,563 11.5%
Seward County, Kansas 22,349 13,685 3,025 3,285 8.6% 1,491 1,736 16.4%
Willacy County, Texas 21,588 19,039 1,541 2,441 58.4% 3,416 3,108 -9.0%
Colusa County, California 21,454 12,738 3,551 4,554 28.2% 2,659 3,234 21.6%
Moore County, Texas 21,399 11,996 3,974 4,359 9.7% 1,096 1,062 -3.1%
Gonzales County, Texas 20,731 10,518 4,580 5,627 22.9% 1,527 1,948 27.6%
Frio County, Texas 19,871 15,753 1,232 2,823 129.1% 1,401 2,422 72.9%
Adams County, Washington 19,594 12,458 2,740 3,907 42.6% 1,118 1,814 62.3%
Deaf Smith County, Texas 18,736 13,646 2,911 3,294 13.2% 1,185 1,264 6.7%
Andrews County, Texas 18,036 10,151 3,926 4,943 25.9% 836 850 1.7%
Pecos County, Texas 15,815 10,877 2,463 3,215 30.5% 848 1,382 63.0%
Reeves County, Texas 15,492 11,571 1,417 2,254 59.1% 1,659 1,395 -15.9%
Zapata County, Texas 14,304 13,501 1,028 2,033 97.8% 2,056 1,826 -11.2%
Lamb County, Texas 13,123 7,291 3,040 3,521 15.8% 770 840 9.1%
Table 5
Voting Patterns between the 2016 and 2020 Presidential Elections
Smaller Counties in which Latinos Comprised 50% or more of Total Populations in 2019
Voting Changes between the 2016 and 2020 Presidential Elections              16 
 
 

























Dawson County, Texas 12,813 7,363 2,636 2,951 11.9% 835 808 -3.2%
Terry County, Texas 12,528 6,891 1,295 2,812 117.1% 424 757 78.5%
Zavala County, Texas 12,039 11,304 692 1,490 115.3% 2,633 2,864 8.8%
Ward County, Texas 11,658 6,256 2,541 3,241 27.5% 780 764 -2.1%
Duval County, Texas 11,268 10,066 1,316 2,443 85.6% 2,783 2,575 -7.5%
Dimmit County, Texas 10,438 9,072 974 1,384 42.1% 2,173 2,264 4.2%
Ochiltree County, Texas 10,131 5,489 2,628 2,812 7.0% 274 302 10.2%
Parmer County, Texas 9,718 6,151 1,911 2,135 11.7% 848 488 -42.5%
Yoakum County, Texas 8,631 5,736 1,797 2,174 21.0% 426 420 -1.4%
Conejos County, Colorado 8,128 4,263 1,885 2,286 21.3% 1,753 1,959 11.8%
Winkler County, Texas 7,867 4,796 1,403 1,753 24.9% 420 358 -14.8%
Castro County, Texas 7,673 4,957 1,413 1,602 13.4% 526 466 -11.4%
La Salle County, Texas 7,416 6,236 870 1,335 53.4% 1,125 1,052 -6.5%
Refugio County, Texas 7,145 3,604 1,830 2,210 20.8% 1,034 1,108 7.2%
Brooks County, Texas 7,141 6,646 613 998 62.8% 1,937 1,470 -24.1%
Bailey County, Texas 7,100 4,411 1,343 1,434 6.8% 397 409 3.0%
Presidio County, Texas 6,975 5,841 652 721 10.6% 1,458 1,463 0.3%
Garza County, Texas 6,070 3,170 1,223 1,413 15.5% 224 231 3.1%
Crosby County, Texas 5,836 3,269 1,180 1,396 18.3% 468 527 12.6%
Floyd County, Texas 5,803 3,405 1,473 1,584 7.5% 435 438 0.7%
Jim Hogg County, Texas 5,231 4,778 430 833 93.7% 1,635 1,197 -26.8%
Crane County, Texas 4,802 3,091 1,047 1,247 19.1% 299 241 -19.4%
Mora County, New Mexico 4,536 3,696 662 903 36.4% 1,533 1,745 13.8%
Hudspeth County, Texas 4,415 3,435 503 779 54.9% 324 371 14.5%
Guadalupe County, New Mexico 4,353 3,217 591 917 55.2% 962 1,234 28.3%
Hidalgo County, New Mexico 4,297 2,497 906 1,120 23.6% 780 823 5.5%
Sutton County, Texas 3,824 2,510 1,075 1,222 13.7% 313 322 2.9%
Reagan County, Texas 3,766 2,592 709 942 32.9% 167 172 3.0%
Costilla County, Colorado 3,745 2,317 581 741 27.5% 1,109 1,311 18.2%
Kinney County, Texas 3,659 2,169 936 1,144 22.2% 457 446 -2.4%
Upton County, Texas 3,659 1,966 961 1,178 22.6% 284 170 -40.1%
Crockett County, Texas 3,484 2,156 960 1,220 27.1% 372 344 -7.5%
Schleicher County, Texas 2,983 1,580 819 940 14.8% 209 211 1.0%
Cochran County, Texas 2,887 1,695 679 809 19.1% 190 177 -6.8%
Culberson County, Texas 2,214 1,573 280 415 48.2% 454 438 -3.5%
De Baca County, New Mexico 2,040 1,091 617 656 6.3% 192 231 20.3%
Edwards County, Texas 1,918 1,086 741 893 20.5% 302 168 -44.4%
Sterling County, Texas 1,231 641 549 584 6.4% 70 51 -27.1%
Terrell County, Texas 896 508 287 334 16.4% 140 119 -15.0%
Kenedy County, Texas 568 538 84 127 51.2% 99 65 -34.3%
Totals 2,281,294 1,449,703 319,451 435,352 36.3% 298,565 362,534 21.4%
Table 5 (continued)
Voting Patterns between the 2016 and 2020 Presidential Elections
Smaller Counties in which Latinos Comprised 50% or more of Total Populations in 2019
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However, there was a major difference between the larger, mostly urban counties considered here, and the 
smaller, mostly urban counties.  In 2016 the Democrats won in the larger counties garnering 62.4% of the total 
vote.  Democrats also won the larger counties in 2020 but the percentage of the overall vote decreased to 
57.9%. 
 
Republicans won the smaller counties in 2016 at 51.7% of the vote.  They also won in 2020 increasing their share 
of the total vote to 54.6%. 
 
These data do not bode well for the Democratic Party in counties where the Latino population was half or more 
of all inhabitants.  In large and small counties, Republicans increased their share of total votes between 2016 
and 2020, despite the fact that in 2020 Democrats won in the larger counties, but by a smaller margin than in 
2016. The trend toward increasing Republican support in the counties examined here, at least over the past four 
years, is clear and should provide a wake-up call to Democratic Party and Latino organizers if states such as 
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Figure 2
Percentage of Votes in Counties with 50% or More of Population Latino in 2016 and 2020 
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November 2020 Electoral Results in Counties with the Largest Populations of Latino Origin 
 
There were 35 counties in the U.S. which were home to 50% of the nation’s Latino-origin population according 
to 2019 data.  Democrats won 33 of these counties (94.3%) in the November 2020 presidential election. (See 








































U.S. Counties with Largest Latino-Origin Populations in 2019 
Winners of the November 2020 Presidential Election by Party 
Counties won by Republicans 
Counties won by Democrats 
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New York County, New York 85.3% 25.8% Kern County, California 55.3% 53.3%
Bronx County, New York 83.0% 56.0% Tulare County, California 54.0% 64.6%
Alameda County, California 81.9% 22.4%
Cook County, Illinois 75.6% 25.3%
Kings County, New York 74.6% 19.0%
Santa Clara County, California 74.2% 25.5%
Travis County, Texas 73.0% 33.8%
Los Angeles County, California 72.6% 48.5%
Queens County, New York 69.5% 28.0%
El Paso County, Texas 67.9% 82.6%
Dallas County, Texas 66.1% 40.2%
Broward County, Florida 65.0% 29.8%
Sacramento County, California 63.0% 23.2%
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 62.5% 50.0%
Orange County, Florida 61.7% 31.6%
San Diego County, California 61.7% 33.7%
Ventura County, California 60.8% 42.7%
Pima County, Arizona 59.5% 37.2%
Bexar County, Texas 59.2% 60.2%
Hidalgo County, Texas 58.6% 92.2%
San Joaquin County, California 57.2% 41.4%
Harris County, Texas 56.7% 42.9%
Cameron County, Texas 56.6% 89.7%
Palm Beach County, Florida 56.4% 22.4%
San Bernardino County, California 55.4% 53.3%
Clark County, Nevada 54.8% 31.1%
Orange County, California 54.6% 34.1%
Riverside County, California 54.1% 48.9%
Fresno County, California 54.0% 53.1%
Miami-Dade County, Florida 53.7% 68.5%
Hillsborough County, Florida 53.5% 28.7%
Maricopa County, Arizona 51.1% 31.0%
Tarrant County, Texas 50.1% 28.8%
Table 6
U.S. Counties with the Largest Latino-Origin Populations in 2019
Winners of the November 2020 Presidential Election by Party
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It is important to note that Democrats carried 33 of these 35 counties (94.3%) as indicated previously. There is 
no way to determine the percentage of Latinos who voted for either party from the available data. Furthermore, 
in many of these counties Latinos were not the greatest share of population of eligible voters. 
 
Nevertheless, it must be noted that overall, Republicans increased their absolute number of votes by 42.8% in 
absolute numbers between the presidential elections of 2016 and 2020.  This was notably greater than the 



























It is important to take note of a major difference in this pattern in Maricopa and Pima counties of Arizona, which 
were instrumental in shifting the state to a Democratic victory in 2020. 
 
In Maricopa County, home to over 1.3 million Latinos, Democratic votes increased by 89.6% between the 2016 
and 2020 presidential elections while Republican votes increased by 68.6%. 
 
In Pima County, where over 300,000 Latinos lived, Democratic votes rose by 55.9% between these elections 
compared with a 41.3% increase in Republican votes.  This was a major break with the patterns observed overall 






Republican Votes Democratic Votes
Figure 3
Total Number of Votes in 35 Counties with the Largest Latino Populations in 2019
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 + 30.7% 
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This may be contrasted with Miami-Dade County in Florida. With over 1.8 million Latinos who comprised nearly 
70% of the county’s population, a large number were of Cuban origin (53% of all Latinos in 2020).  There, 
Democratic votes decreased by 0.8% between the two elections while Republican votes increased by nearly 




There is clearly no such block of voters which can be categorized as the “Latino” vote because the political 
persuasions of different Latino national sub-groups differ according to region, nationality, age, religious beliefs, 
and many other factors.  Along the Tex-Mex border, the predominantly Mexican and Central American origin 
groups, many who have been in the U.S. for generations, differ in their political inclinations from the Dominican 
and Puerto Rican voters in the U.S. northeast. Likewise, these groups have little in common with Florida Cubans.  
These are just a few examples. 
 
In states with smaller Latino populations, such as Georgia, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Michigan, Latino voters 
may have played a critical role in the Biden victory in those states. However, the data found in this report also 
indicate increasing political support for Republicans in large Latino population counties across the U.S. 
 
National-level Latino organizations have clearly made voter registration and turnout a major priority and this is 
logical given the fact that the Latino electorate, or eligible voters, is now approaching the size of the African-
American electorate.  However, historically, at least until the 2020 election, registration rates nationally have 
been fossilized at about 58% of eligible voters and participation rates have remained at about 48% in all 
presidential elections between 1980 and 2016. This compares with a 67% voter participation rate among 
African-American eligible voters in the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections. The data are still not available for 
2020. 
 
The data presented in this report present challenges for the Democratic Party and Latino political activists from 
a variety of perspectives.   
 
First, and foremost, is the fact that support for the Republican candidate in 2020 increased at a much greater 
rate than for Democrats from 2016, in the most densely populated Latino counties across the U.S. and in 
counties with the largest Latino populations.  Although Democrats carried most of the larger population Latino 
counties, in the most densely populated counties where Latinos comprised more than half of populations, 
Republicans were victorious in two-thirds of all counties. These were concentrated in the U.S. southwest and 
Florida. 
 
Second, in states such as Texas and Arizona, this may be a crucial factor in future presidential elections as there 
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Los Angeles County, California 10,081,570    4,888,434       620,285 1,143,687 84.4% 1,893,770 3,024,321 59.7%
Harris County, Texas 4,646,630       1,995,115       545,955 700,630 28.3% 707,914 918,193 29.7%
Miami-Dade County, Florida 2,699,428       1,848,925       333,666 532,833 59.7% 623,006 617,864 -0.8%
Maricopa County, Arizona 4,328,810       1,341,560       590,465 995,665 68.6% 549,040 1,040,774 89.6%
Cook County, Illinois 5,198,275       1,314,796       440,213 558,269 26.8% 1,528,582 1,725,973 12.9%
Riverside County, California 2,411,439       1,179,478       309,514 448,281 44.8% 339,145 527,475 55.5%
Bexar County, Texas 1,952,843       1,175,975       240,161 308,618 28.5% 319,191 448,452 40.5%
San Bernardino County, California 2,149,031       1,145,874       253,962 365,400 43.9% 312,517 454,495 45.4%
San Diego County, California 3,316,073       1,117,517       386,807 599,751 55.1% 567,243 964,269 70.0%
Orange County, California 3,168,044       1,078,726       472,669 676,498 43.1% 556,544 814,009 46.3%
Dallas County, Texas 2,606,868       1,047,434       261,865 307,076 17.3% 458,845 598,576 30.5%
Bronx County, New York 1,435,068       804,018           34,424 55,849 62.2% 318,403 271,835 -14.6%
Hidalgo County, Texas 855,176          788,282           48,608 90,527 86.2% 118,739 128,199 8.0%
El Paso County, Texas 836,062          690,273           54,567 84,331 54.5% 145,509 178,126 22.4%
Clark County, Nevada 2,182,004       679,381           319,571 430,930 34.8% 401,068 521,852 30.1%
Queens County, New York 2,287,388       641,496           138,550 181,225 30.8% 473,389 412,393 -12.9%
Tarrant County, Texas 2,049,770       590,485           345,683 409,741 18.5% 288,001 411,567 42.9%
Broward County, Florida 1,926,205       574,289           258,521 333,409 29.0% 546,956 618,752 13.1%
Fresno County, California 984,521          522,364           113,949 163,880 43.8% 123,660 192,118 55.4%
Kings County, New York 2,589,974       493,232           133,653 174,731 30.7% 595,086 514,133 -13.6%
Santa Clara County, California 1,927,470       490,978           137,452 214,538 56.1% 483,472 617,824 27.8%
Kern County, California 887,641          473,374           119,164 163,199 37.0% 86,481 131,957 52.6%
Orange County, Florida 1,349,746       427,125           195,091 245,398 25.8% 329,579 395,014 19.9%
New York County, New York 1,631,993       421,540           58,935 65,001 10.3% 515,481 377,605 -26.7%
Travis County, Texas 1,226,805       414,745           126,750 161,337 27.3% 306,475 435,860 42.2%
Hillsborough County, Florida 1,422,278       407,736           265,928 327,398 23.1% 306,422 376,367 22.8%
Pima County, Arizona 1,027,207       382,585           147,019 207,758 41.3% 195,649 304,981 55.9%
Cameron County, Texas 421,666          378,081           29,432 49,032 66.6% 59,319 64,063 8.0%
Alameda County, California 1,656,754       371,019           91,189 136,238 49.4% 486,351 617,486 27.0%
Ventura County, California 847,263          361,601           118,764 162,146 36.5% 170,489 251,298 47.4%
Sacramento County, California 1,524,553       353,318           163,024 259,394 59.1% 273,768 440,790 61.0%
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 677,858          338,856           93,874 116,135 23.7% 141,960 193,757 36.5%
Palm Beach County, Florida 1,465,027       327,940           270,762 334,711 23.6% 371,411 433,572 16.7%
San Joaquin County, California 742,603          307,463           68,316 115,720 69.4% 89,791 154,722 72.3%
Tulare County, California 461,898          298,245           50,488 77,579 53.7% 39,099 66,105 69.1%
Totals 74,975,941    29,672,260     7,839,276        11,196,915     42.8% 14,722,355      19,244,777 30.7%
Table 7
Voting Patterns between the 2016 and 2020 Presidential Elections
in U.S. Counties with the Largest Latino-Origin Populations in 2019
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A fundamental question then is why an anti-immigrant Republican Party, with its overt racist policies and clearly 
white supremacist ideological bent, attracted so many Latino voters in the U.S. southwest and in Florida. This 
ideological bent has been festering since the Nixon ‘southern strategy’ of the 1968 election and climaxed in 
2016 with the election of the most overtly racist President in the history of the United States. Therefore, how is 
it that Republicans increased their number of votes in these regions between 2016 and 2020 despite these 
policies? 
 
“There’s something happening here, but what it is ain’t exactly clear.” Democratic and Latino political organizers 
are going to have to figure out why this occurred and if there is any hope of a Democratic victory in future 
elections, in Texas especially, they are going to have to develop policies, programs, and strategies to reverse 
this trend. 
